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FTER an impriſonment of more than — . of 
during which time I was wholy precluded 

uſe of pen, papers books, and even the poſſibility of 

bearing the articulation of a ſingle human voice, the 

reader will not x hope expect any very elegant detail of 

my misfortunes. My object is truth; my al in wp 


object L mean, for ſuch in truth, Tovght to call it, my 
ſerſt object being to procure myſelf a morſel of bread, 
and which I hope to be able to precure from the pub. 
lication of my dreadful and almoſt unparalleled mis 
fortunes. Es SO 3 
One would indeed imagine that during ſe long 4 
Rate of total ſecluſion from the world, the natural and 
unavoidable conſequenee muſt have been an entire Toſs 
of the uſe; of language, reading, and writing; neither 
of theſe, ever, in any great degree failed me. Ia 
the more fortanaje;-ovrather in the more early pat of 
my life {for I never recollect fortune to have been over 
and above kind to me) my education had Been good, 
and my applieation, by ne means, inconfiderable 2” 
And during the whole of my infamous impriſonment, - 
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as ſoon at leaſt, as I had tolerably well gotten over the 
firſt ſhock of ty unha ppi ſituation, 1 continued to con» 
yerie by myſelf, and very frequently to practice writing 
or rather the formation of letters, upon the wall of my 
oell. 

Before I proceed to give the melancholy account of 
my being conducted to priſon, it will not be impropep 
to inform the reader of the cauſe of my being {cat 
there: altho, in fact, no cauſe was afligned—but I was 
accuſed—and, in France, to be accuſed is to be guilty, 

I was in London when the conteſt ſubſiſted between 
Mr. Wilkes, pr rather between the Pubbc, and the then 
Miniſters-of State, concerning the abolition cf General 
Warrants. And as I came over to England wholly 
for pleaſure, and as London was at that time a ſcene of 
riot and confuſion, in which my interferance would 
have been uſeleſs and impertinent, I returned to France 
after a few weeks, with a full refolution to vilit that 
glorious city, when I thould be able to paſs my time 
there more to my fatisfaQion, 1 OO 

. Shortly after my return to France, I went to ſpend. 
a few days with a friend in the neighborhood of Paris, 
who among other ſervants had an Englith Groom who- 
waited upon us at his table. His Groom, having been 
four years and upwards in France, was as capable of 
underitanding; and alſo of ſpeaking the French lan- 
guage as a native. Among the other topics, the 
tonverſation of courſe turned upon my late excurſion 
to England, and the effort the nation was then making 
to aboliſh General Warrants, which I deſcribed to the 
gompany, as nearly analogous to Litres de Cachet, or 
warrants for privatc arrells. e 

Being. as I thought among friends, the converſation 
was fiee and without teſtraint, and I believe. fome very 
ſevere ſti ictures were imprudently made by me, in par- 
tic i dir, on Lettres de Cachet. And here the matter 
probably would have ended, had not che Englith- 
Groom entered upon a freth diſcuſſion of it in the 
ſex vants hall. In ſhort, fron: words they came to blows 
and the interferance of the maſler and kis company 
became necefiary : the Valet, who, as he ſaid, had res 


3 


ceived a blow from the Groom, lad drawn out His 
|:nife, and had beyond a doubt put an endet his adver- 
ſary's exiftence, had I not very fortunaicly ſecured his 
arm: whereupon turning in an inſtant, from extreme 
rage, to extreme coolneſs, he let fall the knife, and 
my:tzred to himſelf wich = very ſoft and low vcice, 
« Well, I may perhaps find a better weapon for my 
« purpoſe elſewhere.” PVFiring at this, the Groom im- 
prudently uttered much harſh language and ſeveral ex- 

ö ecrations againſt the Police: however, by the authority 

* of my friend, and by the perſuaſion of myſelf and the 

| reſt of the company, the Valet ſeemed to be tolerably 
- pacified ; in conſequence of which de was prevailed up- 

| on to ſhake hands with the Groom. I ſhall never for. 
| 
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get the frankneſs and openneſs with which the Groom 
ſhook him by the hand, nor the malicious ſignificant 
look of the Valet. | 

The reconciliation on the part ofthe Valet was ex- 
| ternal only; the Groom I believe generouſly declared 
„his real ſentiments. 3 8 
„ The next morning the Valet aſked his Maſter's per- 
f miſſion to go to his father a: Paris, who, he ſaid was dy- | 
4 ing: ſhoul d ke fi d him better, he would return by one 4 
* o'clock, but ſhould he find him worſe or dead, he hop- il 
ed to be permitted to make a longer ſlay. As he was 
4 not returned by tea o'clock at night, we were obſerving , 
q that his father was probably werſe or dead. But alas, 
N no ſooner had the obſervation been made, than the vil. 
ö lain arrived with an officer of the Police and a large 
| party of ſoldiers. Not a ſingle word was ſpoken : J 
never remember a more dreadful filence ! the Valet 
a put the right hand of the Groom into the right hand 
| of the oſſicer of Police: nor even then was a word ex- 
* changed on either ſide, the party went off with their 
booty, the execrable Valet attending them. | 
: The conſternation occaſioned in my, friends houſe, 
2 by this dreacful circumſlance, may be better conceived 
than expreſſed: what had my friend to expect but to be 
| ſacrificed to the fury of an angry and malicious Valet. 

However, aſter the _ night, he recoived a letter 
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ſrom the fevrant © deſiring his arrear of wages, and af: 


turing him at the ſame time that , and bis family 


avere /afe.” The words being marked, were emphati- 


cal, and manifeR!y carried with them an implication, 
As I was the perſon who had introanced the converſa- 
tion, and had alſo interfered by taking hold en the 
Valet's arm, when he was going to ſtab the Groom 
I could not but ſuppoſe that by my friend and his fam- 
ily being ſafe, that IT was the devoted perſon. How- 
ever, as after a recapitulation of the whole converſa- 
tion, and of what paſſed during our interference to 
part the Groom and Valet, we could not fix upon any 
thing whereby I could poſſibly have given any particu- 
lar offence to the Valet. I ſuffered myielf to be tol- 
erably well pacified. I ftaid with my friend fix nights 
after the Groom had been arreited, and then returned 
home, about three leagues from Paris, where 1 did not 
arrive till it was dark. | 

On knocking: my door, it was opened to me as uſunl 


by my ſervant : to whom I ſaid, „Well Jaques, is all 


the family well!“ the ſervant gave me no au[wer:; it 


is impoſſiole for any one to conceive the horror that 


came over me: however, I walked into the room, 
where I ſaw the uſual preparations made for ſupper, 
aud where were litting my wife and daughter, a girl 


of nine years of age, bathed in tears, unable, and afraid 


to {peak a fingle word. Wil I was endeavouring to 
unravel this myſtery, I was ialnted by a touch on the 
fhoulder from the valet of my friend, and the ſame 


officer of Police that had taken up the Greom at ray 


friend's houſe, a few nights before; but the guard of 


{ſoldiers was much ſtronger. 


Behold reader, a wretched man for no crime what- 
ever, reduced from the ſummit of happineſs, to the 


depth of miſery : his eſtate conhseated, his family: re. 


duced to beggary, himſelf ſhut up for life, and that 


perhaps unfortunately a long life, in an unwholeſomè 
an i N 


dungeon. | 


Cur ſed be that government, which founded on ini- 


quity, and in conſequence thei cot, viewing every thing 
.® =o . e FE R en 1 
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| death but ſince my eicape from the Ba 
within ten days after my commitment, raving mad, and 


13 

with a cowardly and ſuſpicious eye, devotes with un- 
feeling indilference the probable and poſitive affen - 
der. But doub:y curſed be that goverament, which not 
content with pretexteſtabliſhiug it's ſecurity on the miſery 
of it's ſubjc&:, meanly calls in avarice to it's aid, in or- 
der to ſtrip the innocent relations of the a ccuſed, of 
their undoubted right, their daily bread. 

I have jult learnt however, that my unfortunare fam. 
ily did not long ſurvive ſo hard a fate; my poor wife, 
(for tho' ſhe has been dead many years, has to me been 
dead ſcarcely ſo many days. I * heard of her 
altille) ſhe died 
ſtarved to death: for it would have been death, inſtant 
death, to any perſon, whatever to have relieved her. 

My poor infant daughter was to have been conſign- 
ed over to a harder fate but Ilenaven ferbade it, On 
the repreſentation of che officer of the Police to the Ma- 
quis de——, a notorious and famous catamite of the 
cout of Lewis the 15th, ſhe was by nim ſent for, and 
orders were given for her being elegantly brought up, 
ill ſhe was of proper age to bec. me ſubleryient to his 
abominable purpoſes. | 5 

But heaven be praiſed, ſhe paid the debt of nature, 
as I am juſt informed, within ix months after ſhe had 
fallen into the Marquis de --—*s hands. ET 

Form to yourſelf, rœader, the iden of a government, 
under which the ſubjzct offers up thanks to Almighty 
God, for depriving nim of his deareſt connections, his 
wife and family, and thinks himſelf happy is the lois 
of them! Such was France. „ 2 

Moe than 20 years ago I waz forever parted from 
my wife and only child, and conducted, or rather 
dragged, in a wretched clole cart, from my own. houſe 
to the Baſtille, under a guard of nearly one hundred ſol- 
diers : every room in my houſe was filled with armed 
men, except that in which were futing my wife aud 
daughter, The ſalute given me on the, ſheulder by the 
valet and officer of the Police was th2 ſignal for their 
coming out. The intendant of the Police had given 
Arict orders that none of my family ſhould be pet mit- 
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ted to pe, or to leave the houſe on pain of death, a 
thieat wh ch would undoubtedly have been inſtanily 
put in execution. 

My two maid ſervants, who, en my arrival wete or- 
dered into a private :00m, had ben ireated by the ſbl- 
diers in a manner two thocking, and tov indecent to 
be comr..itted to paper. Theiz wretched executors of, 
what they call, juſtice, had been waiting two nights in 
my hon/e expecting my arrival: and the reaſon why I 
was not apprehended at my friend“ honſe, J am told, 
was, that the valet laid lis information againti ne on 
the Iniendant ef Police giving hi: word ard honor; 
that I fhould not be taken during ny vit chere. 

One of my maid ſcrvants died in a few days, in cone 
quence of the brutal treatment the had received 
tom cheſe officers of Fiſlice; if the fortman, and other 
unhap;y female ſervant no account, lata told, could 
ever be given: it would have been certain deach to 
have aſked a ſingle queion about them. 

As ſoon as I arrived at the Bailille, at a ſignalgiven, 
which I never couid diſcover, but which I rathet think 
was made by dropping the lettre de Cachet threugh a 
niche, I was received by an «fficer ef the Datllil'e, 
whoſe feelings ſeemed to be as brutal as the cdicus Pole 
ice of which he was an execulicner, The Lettre de 
Cachet, which, as he had it in his hand, he muſt, as 
I ſaid before, have received through a niche, was to- 
gether with me, delivered to the Governor of the Baſ- 
Alle, as great a brute in diſpoſition, but of more ex- 
ternal polith, than the former. This murderer, for no 
Jeſs can I call him, did not do me the ſame honour, 


which, on peril of his life, he was obliged to do the 


Lettre de Cachet, for that he was compelled to receive 
with lis own hands, but me he made over to the Dep. 
aty Governor, by whom I was conſigned to the com- 
mon Tarnkay, who puſhed me in the dark into my cell. 
This Deputy Governor was much ſuch a fellow as a 
200d painter would have made of the Police of France 
had he perſonified it: that is, the meunneſs and cruel- 
ty of popety triumphing over an innocent and helpleſs 


'udiviezal. A religion made wp of gloſs, hypocriſy, 
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and prieft craft ; neten ling to pardon offences corn- 
micted againſt Omnipotence, and actually torturing for 
a remark made on the vile proſtiute of a profligate 
monarch: forgiving, for a pitiful pittance, erimes a- 
gainkt nature and againſt humanity : debarring the Al- 
mighty of be adoration: due to him as God Supreme, 
and conferring it upon Saints, many of them as protli- 
ate and obleure as their adorers. | 8 
About ſeven 9'cloek in the morning on the next day, 
a naſty, ſqualid, cadaverous figure, who, any where, 
but in France, would have been taken for the figure of 
Famine, brought me a blanket, ſome clean ſtraw. a 
quart of ſinking water, and about four.ounces of moſt 
cxecrab'e bread. As my appetite was not very. good, 
the bread, as may be fappoſed, remained. untouched. 


The water I ſeiazd with the greateſt avidity, and file 


thy as it was, drank it off at one draught. At two in 
the afternoon, the ſame quantity of bread and water 
was again brought me by the ſame meagre figure, who 
obſerving that the bread which he had brought me in 
the. morning, remained untouched, took back with him 


what he chen brought: me. At eight o'clock in the e- 
vening he came agum bringug the fame quantity of 
bread a1! water; but obſerving, as at two: o'clock that 
the bread he kad brought me remained untouched, he 


again took, what he breupht at eight c'cleck, away 
with him. Fr YEN Ste! f '7 

Jam ſorry to ſay chat I had formed the drendfal re- 
ſolution of itarving myſelf to death: a reſolution which 


my gurruut keepers ſeemed themſelves ready to meet 


me at lraſt half way in. This however, even with their 


powerful alntunce, I was unable to pat into execution. 


Had I been furuiſhed with any poſſible means of put- 
tiug myſelf to death by an at of tidden violence, J un- 


doubicdly ſhould have done it, Such means, however, 


were eFeQually denied me. For, previouſly to my being 

puſhed into this miſerable apartment, I was Aripped 

ob my ſhirt, neckeloth, garters, ſtackings, handkerchief, 

ſhoes, and knee buckles: in lien of which I was preſent» 

ed with a flanne} ſhirt, and a pair of wierched B:anct 
U 
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d ch was my dreſs, 100 hack No means too of. 
em reuewed, during my Whole 3 itunment: ſach 
I aboye ſet forth, was my food. 

Due chamber, if it delerve that nume, Which al 
as confined,) was up ene pair of ſtaits. The only fur- 
giture of hu Was an earthen pot, and a ſtone abe ut 
half a ton weight which ſerved me foi a feat : the room 
was abrut eweive feet high, and about a foot from the 
eicling was a window about fourteen inches 1quure;but 
$o barricadoed. with won bars, that it would have been 
attrerty, impuſſible even for .a ſparrow to have paſſed be. 
recen them. In confequence of tlie breadth of 1he 
tom from the vrall tu the window, u hich was ſ{carco- 
ly tive feet, I had no poſſible chance of ſeeing even the 
#57 ; more than that I could not expect to ee through 
the tcanty criviſes. of the iron bars: to have reached 
the window wonld have becn utter}y impeſſible, and as 
1 eee, anſwered no poſſible end whatever, but ro 
bave created a jealeuſy in my. brutal keepers, o did 1 
. once think of eee it. The length of the 
room was about cigbeen feet: the gleominefs, and 


3n:clancholy of it, dre2dful.to a 3 dreadful from 


the {4d refection of it's having been the tomb of many 
a living corpte, devoted like me to the jealouſy of a 
cruel ana tyramical government.and more dreadful to 
me a> being the then uahappy polleſſor cf it. 
Tue cieliag of this acenried apartment conſiſted cf 
ton bars, nearly as thick as my writt, and within @ 
cuarter of an inch of each other croſs wife. Illis, for 
tur t ro or three mit months of my impr nenn, 1 
ewe appeared unaccountabie to me, as the floor was 
ot deli. - 

What will not the love of liberty de? and what im- 
ow able and even impoaflible hopes will it not furrith 

Non this conlideration, namely of the floors being 

e a of deal, I tlatiered mytelf that ene day or 
acher I micht be able 10 effect my etcape: ,n 
hape of ing tc was the rather flaitered; as J Fad 
Diner vcd ben. of the bourds was Joole, neu) the 
whole length of the cells and I had 1zken it up, rot 
ſrom any idea of teu putting my picjet into cxccu» 
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Met, bat of getting the thing as it were in hate ! is 
moment I heard the turnkey at the door, and tho tit 
tookKhim ſome time to ↄpen it, yet Was I, unable, from 
ſurprize, to replace the board, or evento lay it out aol 
my hands, ſo great was my :coniternation. | 
The turokey on ſeeing my. awkward. fituation, i im- 
mediately locked the door again, and in leis than fave 
minutes returned with foi. men whom I had never 
before ſeen, bringing with them a lantborn. He was 
locked with me intomy cell, and ſetting his lanthorn 
upon the (lone, which I before: ſaid was in my cell, ve- 
ry deliberately took up almoſt every bomd before my 
2 and thewed me, what, dll then, I never could 
have ſulpected ts have been the caſe, a floor chuſiſt - 
ing of iron plates at leaſt half an inch thick: baving 
re placed the boards, be gave a rap at the door, in con- 
ſequence of which it was immediately opened, and he 
took his leave of me, with che moll contenipruous 
ſneer in his countenance that inſolence could invent, 
here ended my hopes of an eſeape. I was not Howev- 
tor, as 1 expected, put in ions, but was treated by my 
keep er with exceſſive comempt, and fiient alluſions to 
my projet of forming an eſcape. During the whole 
of tlie ceremony of the turnkey's removing the boards, 
not a ſyllahie paſſed between us: as he had j oſitivè or- 
ders no dd ubt never to utter a ſyNabie, ſo I. thro fear 
of ill treat ment, ad at the ſame time, conſidering 1s 
.ufelets, never once uf fcd- my lips. 

- I muſt confeſs that on my firſt commitment to that 
priſon, the difgraceof a chriſtian corntry; and the her- 
rar Gf France, I expected every day or rather ever 
hour. to be put do the torture: this however was not 
the caſe : my body was no further put to the rack, than 
as it partook of the fuilerings of my mind: let the ha» 
mane reader form te himſelt che idea of being, th a cer- 
tainty, conſined during life, in ſuch a chamber as l 
have detcribed, debarred of bodily - ezereiſe, cf the libs 
er ty of breathing ate or v holetome ar, of the enjoy- 
met of fue atuſe ments as the mind eta iational be- 
ing, tired cf idicnels and inactivity n ar has re- 
ohe to, and fim which it ab Datwally finds relief, 
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[f bet him form to himſelf, I ſay this idea, and let bing 
[4 refrain, if poſſible from the melt ſenfible emotions, in 
' behalf of the unfortunate priſoners, A reflegion 
| this, that muſt operate powerfully upon the feelings 
1 of any one but of an imeadant of Treneh Police, or of 

| his baſe and infamous, hut now degraded emmpleyers. 
| To the horror of the above ſcene, may be added the 
1 terrible apprehenſion the priſoner is heurhy under, of 
deing Ow to the torture: of this, no notice whatever is 
| given him: he literally has no aſſurance whatever ofnot 
| being taken out of his ſleep and torn to pieces by the 

| ceruecity of the officers of the priſon. f 
| The laſt human being ta whom I ſpoke for more 
| than twenty years, ta the day of my ' releaſe (I relate 
it with pity to myſelt, audi with ſhame for my counry) 
were my unfortunate wife and daughter: and from 
che e, the Friends of my boſom I was not ſuffered to re- 

| ve any anſwer. | 

| I fall! endeavour to be as conciſe as poſſible, in the 
acconrt of my impriforment, not wiſhing nytelf to re- 
fi.t upon a ſuhject, en which I cannot reflect, but with 
| tde vreatell horror: and which | having no. variety in 

4 iuſelf cannot but be very mnentertaining to the1eader, 
| Su fficc it therefore to ſay, hat I was kept in the ſame 
100m continually, and never once during lo many 
years impriſonment was ſuttcred to pats over the threſh- 
| old, ny whole and only food was bread ard water, 
| both bad, and very bad, n * I never ſpoke to 
1 | o was ever once ſpoken do, FF any human creature 
| | whatever. '''The only wariery that J ever experienced, 
F vas in reſpect of heat and cbld; and for this I was in- 
b debꝛed to the ſeaſon. ä 
| Dori” g the ve or ſix:laſt winters, the cold was moſt 
| & eadfully puniſhing ; I made a ſign to the Turnkey to 
* have an additional blanket, and ſlockings, but of this 
he took not the leaſt notice. In ſummer the air was 
fœtid, and ſuffocating, and frequently to ſuch a de- 
grec, that the very Munkey hiraſelf who was a Walk - 
ing dunghill, was utterly unable to face the noiſome 
_- eflluvia on opening the door of my cell. Sch, reader 
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was the variety I ſpeak of, but I hall paſs on ts that 


glorious day in whieh I recovered my libetty, | 

About four o'clock in the morning, I heard, what I 
had never before heard during my whole infamous 
impriſonment, a variety of voices under my window, 
and preſently, the cry“ to arms.” As I concluded that 
it uus nothing more than ſome poor helpleſs individu- 
al who either had, or who was then attempting to 
make his eſcape, after w.ſhing him every poſſible ſue» 
ceſs, and having called down every poſſible curſe on the 
police of France, 1 again fell aſleep. The noiſe how- 
ever did not end here; I then concluded that fon:e of 
the priſoners had actually riſen againſt their keepci 5, 
asd on hearing the firing of a muſquet was more than 
ever confi med in my opinion, that this muſt have 
been the caſe. But as 1 well knew that, even had it been 
the caſe, the conteſt muſt terminate in favor of the 
officers of the Baſtille, I again laid myſelf down in- 
diterent about the conſequences, 1 

In leſs than an hour I heard a much greater uproar, 
and a ſhout f“ ve la | berte,”” Liberty forever, This 
exclamation thought I, can never proceed from the 
mouths of the offieers of the Baſtille. Nor, indeed, did 
it, bu. from the months of thoſe forty brave inſurgents 
who were but a ſmall part of the aſſertors of the glori- 
ous emancipating of France. | 

Theſz unfo: tunate perſons were admitted within the 
walls of the Baſtille, on pretext of making terms of 
ſurrender between the Governor and the populacc, 
Bat, ſuch was the faich of a French government, ſearce- 
ly were they entered within the walls of that grave 
of Liberty, when they were ſet upon by a well arm- 
ed, tho not numerous military, which is always kept in 
the Baſtille, and inſtantly, contra y to the molt folemn 
promiſe on pait of the cihicers of the Baſtille, put to 
death by fire and ſword. Dreadful triumph ! and tuc- 
ceeded by a ſhout very different trom that of Five 3 
Liberte, that of Vive la Police” or flavery forever. 

It will not here be improper to obſerve; that the 
military, and every officer ef the Baſtille, except 
tae Governor, is, in fac as much a priſoner, as 
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| 5 any priſoner chere, except that he has the whole 

range | of the premiſes of the priſon to walk in. 

| When heenters upon his office he takes it tor. life, and 

7 he would inſtantly be put to the torture, and chen to 

[ death, were he to be leen, or even to expreſs a wiſh to 

| be without the walls of the priſon ; nor can the Gov- 

| ernor himſelf be abſent more than ten nights together, 

| and that only by permiſſion of the King, and with his 

fign manuel. A plain proof this, that the Police is 

thoroughly aſhamedof the cruelty and injuſtice which 

| + It is continually guilty of, 

| But to proceed: 1 

| I now heard filence demanded, and proclamation 

made (by order of the Governor as I was attervards 

informed) to. quarter the bodies of the unfortunate}. 

perſons, who had ſo nobly on their part, ard fo dit. 

| gracefully on the part of the Governor and ctt:.cers of 

the Baſtille, loſt their lves in defence of liberty; and 


| „to throw their limbs over the battlements to the terror 
of their companions, in order to thew them what they 
\ were to expect, as a challiſement of their rebellion, it 
| they did not immediately diſperſe, f 
ö This however was not put in execution, the barbar! 
ans contented themſelves with hanging the dead bod 
ies on the pali adoes, and expoſing them in a manner 
{ | the moſt brutal and ignominious, and in ſuch a man 
ner as would have diſgraced an inquiſition, or an 
thing but a French. Police. 
i Hy this act cf brutality, the number of the infur. 
3 gents, and their fury, was increaſed at leaſt fifty fold, 
7 And matters were now come to ſuch a pitch, thath 
nothing but a ſurrender could poſſibly fave the lives c 
the peiiens in the Baltiile, This being evident to thi 
* Governor, he called all the officers of the priſen te 
oF getber, and propoſed (for I heard him with my own. 
| cars) to put every priſoner to death, and to bury thei 
bodies, in order that nothing ꝛclative to hat place 
| - *$0nfinement, might travſpite, | 
RR Reader, if thou haſt any feeling for my unhapp) 
ſitnatlon, exert it for: me 'bere 3 if thou baſt one deal 
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drop it for me here. My very heart bleeds at the bare 
ole recollection of the dreadſul propoſal. | ; 
in. Daring this convet ſation amongſt the officers of the 
ud Paſtille, the Governor was ſummoned to the wall te 
OH know whether he would ſarrender. He would ſur- 
OY render, he faid, if they would fwear to him to ſpare 
ov his life. This however was even ſo far from being 
aer, promiſed to him, that he was, in the molt paſitive and 
his ſolemn manner aſſured, chat, in conſequence of his cru- 
e 11 elty and breach of faith towards their companions, he 
ncht ſhould infallibly be put to death within three hours af- 
ter his ſurrender ; that if he deferred his ſurrender. ten 
minutes, he ſhould be put to the moſt exquiſite torture. 
This however, was ſo far from prevailing upon him 
to {et open the gates, thathe abſolutely refuſed to give 
up the priſon, and came down from the battlements. 
Upon this, the fellow who had che management of 
the draw. bridge, and who alſo had the keys of the gate 
of the priſon, and who (as I afterwards learnt ) was 
more than fifty yards from the Governor, hearing this 
reſolution of the Governor, let fall as if by -accident, 
the drawbridge, and offered immediately to open the 
gate on condition that they would ſpare his life. 
Fhis propoſal was made & executed in half a minute, 
and the inſurgents were put in complete poſſeſſion a7 
Iche priſen. The military within the Baſtille were ſum- 
moned to lay down their arms, which demand they im- 
nediately cemplied with. The greateſt filence and or- 
der was obſerved. The Governor was called for, and 
ordered to go down upon his knees, and auſwer aloud . 
Ito every queſtion. | | 
| Q. Are you the. governor of the Baſtille ? 
Yes, 


* 
1 


A. | 
0 ib 95 Have you any more military force within theſe 
n towalls thaa tlieſe men who have now laid down . their 
cums 1 . | 
the A. Noffe. 88 
e Q Give me the names of every officer of this ptiſ- 
app) by 5 


— 


— —— 


( 16 ) 


A. Complied wiil, 1 | 
Q. Let every civil officer of this priſon and on my 
rizh: hand, | 
A. Complied with; and al. anſwered to their names. 
. How many priſoners have you at preſent ? 
About three hundred, 
8 De you ever uſe the torture! | 
n the governor's heſitating tc give a direct anſwer, 
the interrogator ſaid to one of the inſurgents, point 
our muſquet te lis breaſt, and on my taking of ray 
þat, fire upon him. 
Q. I repzat my queſtion--do you ever make ule of 


the torture: | 


A. Nut ſeldom, and always with the greateſt rcluc« 
tance, 

85 Deliver to me the keys of each cell. 

ir, there are nearly ſour hundred keys, which are 

moſtly in the hands of the d ferent keepers, 

PL Let each turnkey produce his keys. 

, Complicd wich. | 

The Governor was then orèered to follow, and to 
direct his offiecrs io open every cell, O heavens ! What 
n icene | Three hundred and ſeventeen poor wretches, 
many of whom had not ſeen the light for more than 
wo thirds of their lives, reſtored in a moment to the 
common rights of humanity, | | 

Many of theſs peor wretches were ſo emaciated 
a to be unable to ſtand ſome of them came forth 
fiamic with joy g ethers from the ſenſe of their dread» 
tv! ſyiteriogs, and of what they had, in all probability, 
yet to tufler for many a tedious year, had lapſed into 
u ſtate of mou and one poor man, in particular, was 
Gbliged to be liſted out, being unable to ſtand upon 
H 7egs, in eonſequence uf having had his knees and 
anele bones diſlocated by the torture, This unſortu- 
nate prilencs had been there upwards of ſevert years, 
and had bern tartured ones every year. © OO 

As many cf the pril ners us were capable of bearing 
ams, bad the ums & cloaths of ſuch ſoldiers as were 
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1 
che Baſtille given to them; &, in return, the ſeldiesd 
themſelves were cloathed in the rags of the priſoners, 
and in that condition turned out of the priton gates. 

Q. Are all the cells ſet open? 1 

K. Yes, Sir. | | T's 
The perſon who had managed the whole of this buſineſs, 
with the Governor, and whoſe name {hall never be di- 
wulged by me, returned to the place where he had. inter- 
rogated the Governor, previouſly to his attending him 
to the cells; and ſaid, | | 

Whete is the man who let down the draw bridge, 
and opened the gates of the priſon? | 

After a few minutes, a wretched and miſerable/fgure 
tame forward, and aid that“ he was the perſon, but 
that he had opened the gates on poſitive promiſe of 
„ aving his life ſpared and therefore humbly hoped 
« for mercy.“ The gentleman who had, as 1 ſaid he- 
re, examined the Governor, taking him by the-handy 
Mid, „ hope, friend, you hare nothing to fear.“ My 
„ cottritrymeng this nian has in all Probability, ſaved: 
# the effuſion of much biued, by putting us iu 
1 quiet poſſeſſi nf this priſon 3 it is to him we owe' 
" this ſafe arid eatiy conqueſt, I know not who, pioms 
0 iſed him his life, but I hope we ſhall one-and all ratify; 
« the promiſe. No man, I truſt, will hurt a hair of; 
« his head: I recemmerd him to you, as to men of 
krnout and Inmanicty.”? 2 1 1 
The queſtion was tùhen again put to the Governor. 

Q. Do yvu vie the torture at your own diferdtion, or 
tavt Jos a purticular order fot uſing it, edel time it & 
uicd | 2 

A. The order is given when the priſoner is cummit- 
wh; hy he ſhould be tortured at certain and fixed pet 

Who attends the torturing of a Priſonerꝰ 
A. A ſworn Surgeon of the Polioe, the Intendant 
of Police, myſelſ twelve ſoldiers, and nini twnkeys, 

Q: Docs Þot the * the Police live in whe 
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Baſtille? .. 


A. No, he and the Intendant of Police are the only 
perſons admitted within theſe walls, 
- Q, Does the degree of torture depend upon you? 
No, upon neither of us. 


Q. Why then is the Surgeon and Intendant of Pol. 


ice ſent? | 
A. The Intendant to teſtify of the priſoner's having 
had the torture, and the Surgeon to take care of him 
afterwards, | 
. Where is the torture performed? 
. In a 180m on purpoſe. 
. Attend me to this room. 
Ves Sir. I hope I ſhall, atleaſt not be put te 
tho torture, | | 
2. I hope not zit ſha!l not be done by my conſent, 


The gentleman came back in about a quarter of an 
hour, and fgid briefly, that he had been eye-witneſs to a 
ſcene too ſhocking tv be looked upon: he then ordered 
the implements ot torture to be brought out, and to be 
deſtroyed by tke officers of the Daſtide themielves. Af. 
ter which the Governor was ordered o prepare to dig 
within one hour, and was accordingly permitted te bg 
eloſeted with the Confeſſor of the Baltiile. At che ex- 
piration of the hour he was brought. out and banged 
over the battlements in the ſight of at leau a hundred 
thouſand populace, cf whom the Giant of this Enchant» 
ed Caltie had lopg been the terror and di ead. 

The ſhout was univerſal, it aſcended to God's throng 


an offering of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour, A moſt graces 


ful offering to the Father of Juſtice and mercy. 

Aud now (having ſeen by glorious experiment that 
the lord of this ealtieof terror was vulnerable,) it was 
determined to iy whether the walls of the prilon were 
not as liable to mortality, In three days the whale pris 
ſon wasra'cd to the ground. What became of the « hee. 
old ce o tbe Balille iy is difficult toſaxzſome of chen 
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on being turned out of the priſon gates, were inftantiy 
torn to pieces by the populace, nt, however, before 
they had been made to take down the bodies of the men, 
who had under truce, entered the priſon, and whoſe bo- 
dies after theyhad been moſt ſhamefully murdered, had 
hang on the Paliſadoes, and buried them in the myſt 
reſpectful manner. e a 

Having given a very faithful and accurate acebunt 
of the tuking poſſeſſion of this fortreis, (if ſuch 1 muy 
call it) which till this day, was thought impregnable, I 
mall ptoceed to ſet before the reader, the manner in 
which the deſtruRion of it was carried on. | 

Firf of all Proclamation was made preciſely in the 
following words, 

„Ia the name of Almighty God, the Father of 
© Mercies, in the name of Jetus Chriſt his Son, and in 
* the name of the Holy Spirit, be perfect Love and Libs 


"erty, to this und every Nation under Heaven furevers 


« more: Amen.“ 

« Whereas this odious priſon, called the Baſtille has, 
in particular, for many years, exiſted the terror and 
« diſgrace of Religion and Liberty, the diſgrace of 
* former reigns, and of the faithful and good ſubjet#s of 
« his preſent moſt Chriſtian Majeſty Lewis the Uxteen- 
« th, and of our moſi Chriſtian Queep, whom God pre» 
« ſerve ; we, the Nation, do hereby condemn to utter 
* annihilation, perdition, the {aid odieus priſon, as be- 
ing highly diſgraceful to us as men, and to our coun» 
* try as Christians, and highly reflecting upon our 
ds allegiance to our moſt Chriſtian King: determining 
« herety to baniſh tyranny aud opprefiion, the influ- 
*" ence of wicked Miniſters, and the damnable“ power 
«* of the church of Rome, Amen,” 

No ſooner was the Proclamation made, than the de- 
moli tion of the building was begun, and in the molt 
workman-like and metheodical manner. The lead of 
the roof was firſt of all tripped off and thrown down 
upon the ground, and was then, as were all the other 
parts of the Baſtille, as fait as they were pulled down, 
thrown into the ditch which ſurrounded it. 
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Ax ſoon as the lead was ſu ipped off, there appenred 
à roof of Irou plates half an inch thick, ſcrew'd down 
do iron bars of four inches diameter $0 that it. weuld 

ave been utterly impoſſible for any priſoner whatever 
to have gotten through the roof. This, indeed, the 
{crews heipg put in from without fide would have pre- 
vented, as would alſo the height of the rooms: thoſe of 
the upper ſtory being three or four feet higher than 
thaſe on the lower ſtories : when theſe i1on plates, and 
the bars to which they were icrew'd, were removed, an 
arched roof of itone preſented itſelf, built in the form of 
an oven: under this arch which was much more diffi- 
galt to be broken through than the iron roof, it was 
preſumed that the cells would appear: but this was by 
no means the caſe: there was yet another ceiling of 
large iron bars laid croſs wite, icrewed together very 
forcibly, and under a ceiling of boards, In each of 
the upper cells was a ſet of iron rings and chains faſten- 
ed to the floor, to which a priſoner was to be chained, 
mt caie he attempted an eſcape. | 
The roof of the priſon being completely taken off, 
the walls were next pulled down to the bottom of the 
upper moſt ſet of the cells, the floors of theſe cells had 
nothing peculiar in them: their ſtrength cofiſled in the 
iron ce1ung of the cells below them: which were of plates 
oi iron rivered, inſtead of ſcrewed to very large and 
aloſely laid iron bais, nor was it poſſible to have remeved 
ahem but by taking the weight of the fide walls off tle 
ends of them: by this method the matter was effected 
with tolerable eaſe. And now, night coming on, it was 
agreed to ſuſpend the work by common conſent. And 
every key belonging to the Baſtille, together with the 
outer gates of it having been huried in the ditch under 
jome thouſand loads of rubbiſh, and tbe eells being op- 
en, as many as could get lodging in the priſon did ts ; 
many returned home till the morning, and many thous 
lands remained abroad the whole night; for my own 


part, I took up with my old apartment, though with 
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this differenee, that inſtead of ſolitude I had company 
enough, aad inftead of fpending the night as a miſera- 
ble captive, I ſpent it with as much pleaſure, or I hope 
with more, than if I had been Governor of the Baſtille. 


The next morning, by break of day, the demolition 
of the priſon proceeded as regularly and in as ſpirited 
a manner as on the day before : and although the wall 
was much thicker, the nearer we came to the ground, 
yet was it lowered with conſiderably more eaſe than 
nearer the top of the building, on account of there be- 
ing leſs lead and iron work among the ſtones, | 

Every hour or leſs, freſh perſons were employed, as well 
to throw down the wall, as alſo to remove the materials 
inte the ditch ; and ſo great was the nun.ber of people, 
and ſuch their eagerneſs to ſupply the places of thoſe 
who had been at work, that had the priſon been ten 
times as large,it would have becn taken down in as ſhort 
a time: during the whole of this, as allo on the preced- 
ing day, there was no ceſſation of labour whatever, 
and by the time that it was too dark to carry on the 
work on the ſecond evening, the priſon was taken down 
to the ſurface of the earth. Whilſt one part af the pop- 
nlace was at work on the Baſtille and on the Govern- 
or's heu'le, another part was at work on the wall that 
ſarrounded the priſon, which. was thrown unto the ditch 
by the irſt night. The draw-bridge alſo was thrown 
unto the ditch and buried under the rubbiſh. 


When it was dark, the peopÞe retired as on the ſor- 
mer night, and the moſt ſtrict order and decorum were 
obſerved. 

It mutt douhtleſs appear ſurpriſing that it never once 
eccurred to any perſon preſent to examine the apart» 
ments under ground: nor, till the priſon was pulled 
down to the ſurface, were theſe ſubterraneous cells I 
believe or ge thought of: 
| C 
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As the doars of theſe chambers of death, if I may 
fo call them, had not been opened, and as the keys of 
them, as well as every key belonging to the Baſtille had, 
as has been ſaid, been buried under fome thouſand loads 
of rubbiſh. it was now impoſſible to open them. No. 
thing remained therefore but to come at them by tak. 
iag off their ceilings, It was ſuſpected that there might 
pe many unfortunate priſoners confined in theſe noi- 
ſome and dreadful abodes, which, were it the cafe they 
muſt be ar leaſt forty eight hours without victuals oz 
drink belore they could be relieved. In conſequence of 
tlieſe reflections, to perſons eagerly wiſhing to reſtore 
their fellow creatures to the joyful face of day, and te 
tlie common rights of humanity, and ſenſible at the 
tame time what they muſt then ſuffei from hunger and 
thirſt, and ſtill kad to ſuffer before they could poſſibly 
be relieved, the approach of the morning, was expected, 
not only with the utmoit, but even with the moſt pain- 
ful impatience. | | 4 
Buy nine o'clock in the morging of the third day, 
the ceiling over thete iubterraneous cells, which were 
preciſely wwe ſame with thoſe of the ſetts of cells above 
mem, were intirely removed: and in theſe cells, to our 
infinite ſatisfation, and utter aſtoniſhment, not a ſingle 
priſoner was found. | 

Theſe cells were in all reſpects like thoſe above them, 
except that they had no window in them: inſtead of 
which there was a little wretched light let in through 
the door: and in order te prevent any unhappy Perion 
wh might be the tenant of them, from a poflibility of 
ſceing any thing, a hole was cut in the left hand ſide cd 
the door next the cell, and in the right hand fide of the 
outermoſt door. | 

Having already given a very accurate account of the 
windows of the eells, I now picceed to a diſeription af 
the doors of them. To each cel) there were three ders, 
all of chem of prodigious lucngth, one of which is open- 
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ed ontwardly toward the goaker ; this door, although 


of wood, might with much greater propriety be ſaid tp 
de of iron, being ſtudded with nails with menſrous 
heads, ſo as almelt to meet each other, and to form 
within a very little, a ſuperficies of iron: they were 
alſo covered tranſverſely with iron bars, ſcrewed on 
with the heads of the ſcrews alternately placed, one to 
the outſide of the cell, and one to the inſide of it, be- 
tween every two ſcrews was a very ſtrong rivet of ixon 3 
this door was locked by a prodigious double lock of 
peculiar ſtrength and conſtruction, and alſe with a pad- 
lock : this being done, a grated dor wholly of iran 
was pulled down hke a Caſk, between this and the out- 
ermoit door. The iron bars, of which this ſaſh was 
compoſed, were ſolid, meaſuring two inches on ever 
fide : ic's interſtices were about four inches wide. This 
door locked on the fide into the wall in all reſpects like 
another door, and was alſo locked by a ſtaple of prodi- 
gious ſtrength, to the ground. This grate or door be- 
ing made faſt, the outermoſt door was lecked preciſely 
in the ſame manner as the door next the N thiee 
no bad ſecurities theſe, againſt a poor helpleſs individ- 
nal: nor indeed again the goed wiſhes of ſuch of his 
friends as miglit have any idea of conferring upon him 
Lis liberty. 

A principal reaſon why the priſoners in France (1 
mean what are called the ſtate pz sfoners) ave kept with 
ſo zealous an eye is, becauſe government having gen- 
erally impriſoned them for nothing, and in molt caſes 
ſaving uſed the torture, it is aſhamed and afraid to ro- 
leaſe them, leaſt they ſhould tell their hiſtory to the 
diſadvautage of the ſtate. So the miniiter was afraid 
to releaſe La 'Tude, leit he ſhould write his memoirs x 
La Tude —, did write his memoirs : and they will 


ever remain a diſgrace to the laſt and prefent reigns of 


France. 
But to proceed, x | 
As 100g as it was perceived that na priſoner whats 
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ever was confined in theſe ſubterraneous cells, it was 
determined to dig at the bottem of each of them, in or- 
der to examine whether there. were any reoms under 
them: to be fully ſatisſied of this, four feet depth of 


earth was taken out of each cell : but no ſigus of ether 


rooms appearing, the great ſtones, which compoſed 
the foundation of the priſon, and which made alſo the. 
fide walls of theſe ſubterraneous cells, were thrown. 
down into the holes, from which the four feet of earth 
had been taken, and the earth, which had been dn 
out, ſerved to cover the place where the infamous Baf. 


tille had ſo long and ſo lately flood, a ſpet now capa- 


ble of a better harveſt, hitherto fruitful only in cruelty 
and oppreſſion, in the ſighs and tears of the wretched 
priſoner and captive, 

The reader will pleaſe to obſerve that I am not giv. 


ing a deſcription of the Baſtille, ne one can be more 


improper to undertake a taſk of that ſort than a perſon 
who war carried in by night, and thruſt into a miſera- 
dark cell, in which he was kept upwards of twenty 
years a cloſe priſoner. By the time that I was let out 
of my cell, the priſon was ſo full of the populace that I 
could get ne competent view of the premiſes of it, nor 
indeed did Jever think of doing it; whatever the pre- 
miſes or gardens of it were, they were deſtroyed, to- 
gether with the buildings, before 1 ever thought of 
examining them. All I thall ſpeak of therefore will be 
what came immediately under my eye. 

Beſides the priſon itſelſ, there were two other build. 
ings, both of them exceedingly low, within the walls 
1 this gloomy manſion, namely the houſe of the Gov- 
ernor and the deputy Governor, both of them under 
the ſame roof; ana a houſe for the common turnkeys. 
The former, as having nothing peculiar belonging to 
it, need no deſcription, Of the latter I ſhall ſay but 
little. At the door of this houſe for the common turn 
keys, there uſed to ſtand, night and day, a centinel, into 
whois box came a bell rope, which when pulled, rang 


{ ng ) 


à bell in every room of the houſe at the fame. time, is 
which the common goalers lived. This was regularly 
rang three times a day when the goglers went to feet 
the unhappy priſoners : and in caſe of any alarm; but 
never elſe upon any occaſion whatever, 

tag? any viſit the cells, or any particular cell, 
at any other, than at the ſtated hours it was alwa 
done (truly char acteriſtic of a French Police) without 
giving this notice. No turnkey dared to viſit a cell 
ou any pretenee whatever, at any other bour than the 
ſtatled hours on pain of inſtant death, without an order 
from the Governor, or, in his abſence, from the deputy 
Governor, which order was always given in perſon by 
ward of mouth. | 

T he muitary, I have been informed, never interfered 
with ihe priſoucre, nor with the goalers; nor were they 
allowed to affociate with them, or even to converſe 
wich them. They lived in barracks built againſt the 
wall of the Baſtille, which ſurrounded the ditch ; they 
were under the command of the Governor, tho a Sere 
geaut was alvays their aſteuſible commander. 

The houſe-in which the goalers lived, was cirenlar, 
in one part of it was a large room, in which they ate, 
drauk and affociated, during the day time; all around 
this * were ocher chambers, in which they ſlept, 
and in which, as I before taid, a bell was hung, as there 
was aiſo in the common room. Under this houſe was 
very ſpacious vault, which we took for a char nel 
boute, but on opening it, it proved to be nothing mort 
than a place in which they kept victuals, and it had in 
it ſevera} veſſels of weak wine, 

This vault received its light and air from half a dozs+ 
en ſmall windows, which were ſecured by a few flight 
uon bars; but, within it was a door, ar rather three 
doors, made pregiſely like the doors af the cells in 
which the priſoners were kept. To break theſe open 
n any reaſonable time was utterly impoſſible, it was 
therefore reſolved upon to remove them by taking a- 

ay the itone work on the Gdes of the poſts 3 tþis was, 
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it laſt, effected with minite labor and 'eifficulty ; the 
ſtaple to which the middle, or ſaſh door 'was faſtened to 
the ground, gave us incredible trouble; it was howev» 
er determined to o en it, and opened it was. 

The conjectures of what might be the contents cf this 
firongly fortited chaniber, were numerous, and, as it 
aferwards proved, all of them errenevus. One con- 
jectured that it muſt he the room let apart for torture; 
arother, that it was a vault fer burying the dead, or a 
charnel houſe z ethers, a mine, in cafe of aſſault j how. 
ever it turned out ta be a very large ard ſpacious 
room full of arms of d:Zerent torts, ancient and mad- 
ern. and had in it alſo ſome gunpowder and ball. The 
windows of it, which were four only, were very ſtrong- 
ly fortied and glazed ; they looked out thro the wall 
that ſurrounded the Bail he, into the great ditch, and 
were ſo formed as nat to be very viſible on the outſide, 
Such of the ai ms as were fcund in this room, and 
which were of uſe, were put into the hands of the in- 
3 ſut vents z the od guns which fired with à match, were 

If; behind, and buried in the ruins, as being wholly 
uſelell. The arch which covered this room, (for it 
run ſtom under the houſe in which che commen goal. 

ers lived, to the ontlide of the wall of the Baſtille )was 
dug thro, and the room, together with the Baſtille, its 
gaies. walls, Governor's houſe, and, in ſhort the whole 
premiſes or- to it, were razed, not only to the 
ground, but two feet, at leaſt, beneath the ground, and 
no trace of the ſpot, on which it ſtood, left behind. 

This being done proclamation was made for ſilence 
and an herald was ordered to return thanks to Almigb- 
ty God. for this ſingular national delivery, from a ty. 
rannical and oppreſſive government, and a curſe was 
denouuced againſt thoſe who ſhould rebuild, or at- 
tempt, or propoſe, or with to rebuild this priſon, The 

* whole was concluded with thee acclamations of Vive 
le Roi,” “Vive la Liberte,” „Vive la Nation.“ 
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to: 


1 eannot myſelf (I may perhaps be fingular in my 


opinion) forbear thinxing but that the Freoch Court 
has ſuffered in its turn, for the many acts of cruelty 
and perfidy it has been repeated! guilty of towards a 
art of its ſubjes, which, on all occations, has lived 
the molt orderly manner under that cruel and op- 
effive government. I mean the Proteſtants, 
Thus, 
public in the beſt manner Jam able, a full, clear and 
nocurate account of the deſtruction of this once infa- 
mons priſon, the terror alike of the wicked and good z 
the Grave of Liberty, the ſcandal of France, the diſ- 
grace of Emope. It was my moſt determined reſolu- 
tion not to quit that odious and deteitable ipot fo long 
as one one was left tand ing upon another ; It was my 
reſolution I ſay, and I adhered to it moſt Arenucuſly. 


THE AND. 
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ave 1 done, wha: I propoted, laid before the 
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